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STAFF REPORT TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
 
DATE:   Regular Meeting of April 25, 2023 
 
TO:    Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Forrest Ebbs, Acting City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Approval of Payment to Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP for Legal 

Fees Incurred Under a Procedurally Invalid Contract 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION 
It is recommended that the City Council approve a payment of $38,744.52 to Haight 
Brown & Bonesteel LLP for legal fees billed to the City by attorney Greg Rolen pursuant 
to a procedurally invalid contract dated November 4, 2022, authorize the Acting City 
Manager to make the payment, and declare that no further work shall be performed 
pursuant to this contract.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
Beyond the noted amount of the expenditure ($38,744.52), this action will not have any 
additional material fiscal impact.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 I.  Background 

On or about November 4, 2022, the City Manager Cornelius Johnson signed an 
agreement with Attorney Greg Rolen of Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP (“Haight”) to 
provide legal services to the City concerning its internal investigation procedures (the 
“Agreement”) [Attachment A].  The Agreement was signed without the knowledge of the 
City Attorney and was not approved by the City Attorney as required by Antioch 
Resolution Number 2021/26.  Therefore, the agreement is procedurally invalid. 
 
Since that time, Haight has billed the City $38,744.52 for legal services purportedly 
pursuant to the Agreement. 
 
 II. Analysis 
 
The City cannot lawfully provide Haight with any compensation pursuant to a procedurally 
invalid contract.  However, any failure to pay Haight for services rendered to the City could 
result in a claim for payment by Haight, further litigation expenses to the City, and 
potentially legal liability to the City. 
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Therefore, in order to avoid the risk of a legal claim by Haight – and corresponding 
litigation costs and potential liability – the City may lawfully provide Haight with payment 
for its legal services to the City pursuant to the Agreement, provided such payments are 
duly ratified by the City Council.  If the City ratifies this payment, the City should also 
declare that no further work shall be undertaken under the invalid Agreement. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
A. Procedurally invalid contract agreement between the City and Haight, to provide 

legal services to the City concerning its internal investigation procedures. 
B. Haight billing to the City 
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Tax ID:

Client/Matter:

213.542.8000

ROLEN, GREGORY J.Billing Atty:

555 South Flower Street
Forty-Fifth Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90071

LAWYERS

213.542.8100

P.O. Box 17939
Los Angeles, CA  90017-0939

Bill Inquiries:

www. hbblaw.com

March 13, 2023

Telephone:

Dawn Merchant - Finance Director
CITY OF ANTIOCH
City Hall
PO Box 5007
Antioch, CA 94531

95-1605271

AN20-0000001

Facsimile:

accountsreceivable@hbblaw.com

3262024Invoice No.:

213.542.8074

$38,744.52

Total Amount Due on this Invoice

61-90 Days

$37,338.95$30,107.20 $0.00 $0.00

31-60 Days Over 120 Days0-30 Days

Aging of Past Due Amounts

$0.00

Total Past Due

$1,405.57

91-120 Days

Total Balance Now Due

$7,231.75

Invoice
Number

Invoice
Date

Matter
Number

Billing
Attorney

Invoice
Amount

Balance
Due

Account Statement

3260098 01/12/2023 0000001 01123 $30,107.20 $30,107.20
3261063 02/21/2023 0000001 01123 $7,231.75 $7,231.75

$37,338.95Total Outstanding Balance
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3262024
Dawn Merchant - Finance Director
CITY OF ANTIOCH
City Hall
PO Box 5007
Antioch, CA 94531

Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP

AN20-0000001
Invoice No.:
Client/Matter:

LAWYERS

555 South Flower Street
Forty-Fifth Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90071

www. hbblaw.com

P.O. Box 17939
Los Angeles, CA  90017-0939

213.542.8000Telephone:
Facsimile: 213.542.8100

Bill Inquiries: 213.542.8074
accountsreceivable@hbblaw.com

Tax ID: 95-1605271

Billing Atty: GREGORY J. ROLEN
March 13, 2023

BILLS ARE DUE AND PAYABLE UPON RECEIPT
THIS STATEMENT DOES NOT INCLUDE EXPENSES NOT YET RECEIVED BY THIS OFFICE

WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN INCURRED DURING THE PERIOD COVERED BY THIS BILLING

L O S  A N G E L E S  ¨  O R A N G E   C O U N T Y  ¨  R I V E R S I D E  ¨  S A C R A M E N T O   ¨  S A N  D I E G O  ¨  S A N  F R A N C I S C O

$38,744.52

Total Fees This Invoice
$257.57

$1,405.57

Total Due Upon Receipt

Total Costs Advances This Invoice

Balance Carried Forward from Previous Invoice(s)

$1,148.00

Total Fees and Costs This Invoice

37,338.95

Representing: City of Antioch
Re: CITY OF ANTIOCH

City of Antioch - General Counsel Services

$

$



PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED through 02/28/2023

Date Description Attorney Hours

02/02/2023 0.30Teleconference with mayor regarding representation city
manager

GJR

02/14/2023 0.90Teleconference with staff and update chronology in
preparation for Board Meeting

GJR

02/14/2023 0.50Attend, virtual closed session GJR

02/15/2023 0.60Teleconference with mayor regarding Council meeting GJR

02/21/2023 0.50Compose email to the city Attorney GJR

2.80

$1,148.00

Total Hours

Total Fees This Invoice
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Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP
213.542.8000

City of Antioch - General Counsel Services

Re: CITY OF ANTIOCH
AN20-0000001

Invoice No: 3262024



Timekeeper Hours Rate Amount

1,148.00$410.002.80GREGORY J. ROLEN
2.80 1,148.00
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Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP
213.542.8000

City of Antioch - General Counsel Services

Re: CITY OF ANTIOCH
AN20-0000001

Invoice No: 3262024



Outside Printing

257.5701/24/2023 DOCUEVIDENCE INC. - Outside Printing
Outside PrintingTotal for 257.57

$257.57Total Costs Advanced This Invoice
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Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP
213.542.8000

City of Antioch - General Counsel Services

Re: CITY OF ANTIOCH
AN20-0000001

Invoice No: 3262024

$1,405.57Total Fees and Costs This Invoice



P.O. Box 17939
Los Angeles, CA  90017-0939

Facsimile:

LAWYERS

GREGORY J. ROLEN
March 13, 2023

213.542.8074

213.542.8000

February 28, 2023

213.542.8100

www. hbblaw.com

AN20-0000001
Invoice No.:

95-1605271

Client/Matter:

Bill Inquiries:
accountsreceivable@hbblaw.com

Tax ID:

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES RENDERED through

3262024

Billing Atty:

Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP
P.O. Box 17939
Los Angeles, CA  90017-0939
Attn, Accounts Receivable

Haight Brown & Bonesteel LLP

555 South Flower Street
Forty-Fifth Floor
Los Angeles, CA  90071

Remit To:

Telephone:

Dawn Merchant - Finance Director
CITY OF ANTIOCH
City Hall
PO Box 5007
Antioch, CA 94531

$38,744.52

$37,338.95

$1,405.57

Balance Forward

Total Due Upon Receipt

Total Fees and Costs This Invoice $

$

$

Total Fees This Invoice $ $1,148.00

$257.57$Total Costs Advanced This Invoice
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